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A  N 


ELEGY 

ON  THE 

DEATH  AND  DISSOLUTION 

OF  THE 

ELECTRICAL  EEL. 

*’i^E  lovely  maids,  ye  amorous  dames,  attend. 

Ye  widows,  taught  by  cruel  death  to  feel  | 

Here  join  the  griefs  of  a  deploring  friend. 

And  wail  the  lofs  of  the  EleEirk  Eel. 

That  Eel  on  earth,  in  Paradife  the  firfl, 

If  we  Mofaic  ftories  may  believe. 

That  led  weak  woman  to  the  tree  accurft. 

And  damn’d  our  fex  through  the  all-curious  Eve. 

B  That 


/■ 


I 


That  Eel  which  took  the  film  from  Adam’s  eyes,* 
And  did  eledlrify  his  dowdy  dame  ; 

That  Eel  which  made  the  very  dulleft  rife. 

Is  robb’d  of  vigour  and  eledlric 'flame.. 

That  Eel'  which  flood  eredl  in  beauty pride,. 

And  nodded  to  and  fro*  its  coral  head, 
Worlhip’d  by  untaught  Indians  far  and  wide. 

Like  other  creatures,  is  aot  fliff,  thoi  deadi. 

Limber  and  lank  the  heaven-born  charmer  lies. 
From  every  virgin’s  hand  with  fcorn  ’tia  hurl’d  j 
No  maid  can  make  the  poor  Torpedo  rife. 

Limp  as  a  dilhv-clout— “it  forfakes  the  world,. 


*  Mr,  Milton  hath  obfervedj  that  before  Adam  tailed  the  forbidden  fruit, 
he  v/as  near- lighted,  and  iifed  a  glafs,  like  our  modern  beaus ;  but  the  new 
fruit  fo  cleared  his  eyes,  that  afterwards  he  plainly  difcerned  a  coach  from  a 
cart  wheeL. 


5 


[  3  ] 

’Twas  this,  ye  beauties,  that  gave  birth  to  joy, 

And  wing’d  veiocity  to  Cupid’s  dart, 

Eife  had  he  whimper’d  a  mere  country  boy. 

Nor  known  the  power  to  touch  a  tender  heart. 

For  him  no  more  the  baking-ftones  fhali  burn,* 

Or  loving  houfewife  make  her  evening  care  j 

No  more  for  butter  lhail  he  move  her  churn. 

Or  ciimb  her  knees— the  eager  kifs  to  fhare. 

Now  weep.  Ambition,  aii  thy  pride  is  funk. 

And,  Grandeur,  feel— if  ought  can  make  thee  feel !  . 

The  equal  blifs  of  peerefs  and  of  punk 
Is  dead— -and  gone  in  the  EleSfrk  Ed, 


^  The  author  will  be  found  in  this  Elegy,  to  have  call  his  eye  on  Gray’s 
Elegy  of  the  Church-yard,  and  tho’  parodies  of  folemn  fubjefts  are  ferious 
things,  yet  he  trufts  he  hath  ufed  the  elegiac  bard  to  his  advantage,  and 
the  entertainment  of  his  readers. 

ft 

B  2 


The 


[  4  3 

The  boaft  of  heraldry,  the  pomp  of  power,” 

And  all  that  beauty  did  with  rapture  crave. 

Hath  known  the  cold  inevitable  hour. 

And  through  the  gates  of  pleafure  found  the  grave. 

So  have  I  feen  the  lengthen’d  May-pole  ftand. 

Its  head  encircled  with  a  garland  gay. 

Though  clafp’d  and  cherifh’d  by  the  maiden’s  hand. 
Wither  and  tumble  into  fad  decay. 

The  fpark  of  life  is  trivial,  ftiort  and  vain. 

Vigour  and  eledlricity  muft  fail  j 
No  mortal  fire  for  ever  can  remain. 

Motion  muft  abdicate  the  nimble  tail. 

Could  old  Pygmalion*  animate  his  buft. 

And  to  the  tube  bring  back  the  fleeting  life ; 

How 


^  He  was  a  fbatuary  king  of  Chypra:s,  and  amufed  himfelf  in  making  figures 
©f  pretty  girls  in  ftone  5  but  by  great  chance  (as  kings  in  general  do  any  thing 

well.) 


[  5  ] 


How  girls  unborn  might  praife  the  precious  duft, 
The  joy,  the  comfort  of  the  teeming  wife. 

Thou,  who  perform’dft  fo  well  on  ftone  before. 

On  the  fame  pedeftal — Oh !  canft  thou  raife 

This  lifelefs  Eel— then  every  noble  whore 
Shall  be  converted,  and  bellow  thee  praife. 

Women  to  thee  fhall  dedicate  their  lives. 

And  on  their  knees  with  gratitude  revere. 

Thou  wert  the  comfort  of  both  maids  and  wives. 
And  brufti’d  away  the  widow’s  ready  tear. 

“  All  human  things  are  fubjed  to  decay,” 

And  flelh  like  grafs  into  the  oven  goes ; 


well)  he  made  a  wench  fo  handfome,  that  he  prayed  to  Venus  with  fo  much 
fuccefs,  that  to  oblige  his  ftone- cutting  majefty^  flie  animated  the  figure,  and 
he  got  two  children  upon  her^  ^ee  Antient  Hijiory. 


Kings, 


t  «  ] 

Kings,*'  fools,  and  aldermen  diffolve  away. 

And  one  grave  holds  the  duft  of  friends  and  foes. 

The  beauty’s  tongue  which  troll’d  with  fuch  fuccefs, 
The  floe-black  eye  that  wanton’d  with  the  leer. 
The  bearded  mouth  which  gorged  to  excefs—- 
"I]}  Ele&ric  Eel—  ;  is  dumb— and  refleth  here. 


*  Fools  arc  certainly  more  numerous  than  wife  men  ;  and  perhaps 
there  never  was  in  any  period  of  the  world  fo  large  a  crop  as  at  prefent, 
Voltaire  hath  faid,  there  are  but  three  kings  in  Europe :  the  emprefs 
of  RulTia  and  the  king  of  PrufTia  make  two,  and  all  the  other  potentates 
the  third.  As  for  aldermen— the  bounty  to  boobies  has  been  very 
great— I  never  heard  but  of  one  that  had  the  leaf!:  fpark  of  wit,  which 
was  John  Wilkes,  and  the  fools  entered  into  confederacy  againft  him, 
till  they  drove  him  out  of  the  City.  I  am  forry  Mr.  Brafs  hath 

had  a  fall  from  his  horfe ;  but  I  never  can  be  perfuaded  that  a  blow 
upon  the  head  could  do  him  any  material  hurt  5  for  he  is  as  well  armed 
in  that  part  as  ever  Achilles  was— in  brafs  armour. 


W  omen 


[  7  ]- 


Women  from  infult  fliall  thy  griftle  fave,. 

“  Some  frail  memorial  ftill  ereded  nigh  ; 

Some  Irifli  Priapus  fhall  deck  thy  grave. 

And  draw  from  beauty  many  a  tender  hgh.. 

Thy  fame,  thy  length,  thy  vigour  fiiall  command'. 

The  lufcious  tribute  of  the  bawdy  mufe;. 

Off ’rings  to  thee  ftiall  prove  a  grateful  land. 
From  court  and  city— -country  and  the  ftews. 

That  huge  eredlion— -which  the  Thane  of  B-*- ^ 
Plac’d  on.  the  velvet  lawn  of  garden*  fair ; 
Where  once  that  devil  Hole  forbidden  fruit. 

And  gave  the  tidings  to  the  bawdy  air. 


*  TKe  pagoda  in  Kew  gardens  is  an  emblematical  eredion  of  LordB-— ^ 
to  his  own  fame.  Every  thing  which  a  man  fays  of  himfelf,  be  it  ever  fo 
little,  is' all  that  little  too  much;  from  which  I  doubt  his  own  repre— 
fentation  of  his  own  abilitieso  . 

That 


[  8  ] 

\ 

That  chafte  ereflion,  now  pagoda  hight, 

Which  he  in  emblem  of  his  wond’rous  deeds, 

Rais’d  to  allure  the  ladies’  ravifh’d  fight, 

And  prove  the  creatures  that  his  Scotland  breeds. 

But  ftill  that  Indian  pagod  of  the  Thane, 

Shall  never  ftand  or  rival  greater  thee  : 

To  thy  dumb  excellence  I’ll  build  a  fane. 

To  beauty  facred,  and  to  venery. 

Green  with  defires,  fome  longing  maid  may  fay, 

“  Oft  have  we  feen  him  at  the  peep  of  morn. 
Strong  and  eredf  his  confequence  difplay, 

“  And  pleafing  labour  for  the  child  unborn. 

“  Oft  have  I  feen  him  on  the  downy  bed, 

“  His  lilllefs  length  ftretch’d  out  with  manly  pride  | 

“  Oft  have  I  wiflh’d  to  pat  his  rofy  head. 

And  all  its  bloom  from  other  maidens  hide. 

I 


This 


C  9  J  . 

""  This  have  I  feen — and  yet  anon  his  length, 

“  By  little  labour  has  been  fo  reduc’d-— 

“  That  he  poor  foul  had  neither  heart  or  ftrength, 

“  To  ftand  or  naove,  and  yet  was  little  us’d. 

“  One  eve  I  mifs’d  him  on  the  happy  fpot, 

“  Where  oft  he  met  beneath  his  fav’rite  tree 
A  beauteous  damfel,  of  a  neighbouring  cot, 

“  For  Feats  of  love  and  true  felicity. 

Nor  at  the  tree,  nor  with  the  maid  was  he, 

“  No  not  a  glimmering  of  .his  lengthen’d  ghoft  : 
But  when  I  fipp’d  my  elemental  tea. 

This  epitaph  adorn'd  the  Morning  Toil,” 


C 


T  H  E 


[ ..  <  ®  } 


THE  E  P  I  T  A  P  H. 

rejis  an  Eel  of  Paradife  the  famCt 
An  Eel  to  fortune  and  to.  beauty  known,. 

An  equal  f  ranger  both  to  truth  and  foanie. 

And  lujl  and  vigour  mark'd  him  for  their  owm. 

"  Large  was  his  fze,  of  mojl  elafic  maKey, 

t 

‘The  greatefl  recompence  that  Heavn  could  le'nd^.. 

For  beauty's  pleaficre,  and'  for  Natures  fake  y 

He  was  to  both  a  comfort  and.  a  friend,  . 

\  •* 

Could  I  to  all  the  world,  his  merits,  give^.. 

What  fbould  not  every  pining  maiden  feel 
Within  their  grafp  he  Jhould.  for  ever  live. 

Nor  bruife  his  head — nor  he  moleji  their  heeLf  ' 

Here' 


*  The  infpired  bards  who  have  varioiifly  attempted  the  tranflation  of 
the  Mofaic  hiftory,  have  entirely  npuftaken  this  paffage^  which  in  the 

origin  aF 


[  ■■  ] 

Here  Love  and  Idle  every  year  (hall  blow;\ 

Lind  pitying  virgins  heave  the  unfeign  d  figh  ; 
Here  weeping  dames  fall  fir  ike  their  breajls  and  cry. 
Here  ^  did  he  live — here  did  the  charmer  die. 

Frantic  with  grief  I  bent  my  hafty  fteps 

To  the  fad  place  where  all  my  comfort  lay. 
There  I  beheld  a  thoufand  demi-reps. 

Pouring  their  forrows  forth  in  black  array. 


original  is  literally  thus  ;  For  thou  flialt  bruife  his  head,  if  thou  mo- 
lefteft  this  Eel  f  *  which  reverts  to  the  old  ferpent  being  an  Eel.  For  no 
heel  is  famous  on  record  but  Achilles’s^  and  he  was  bit  in  the  ignoble 
part. 

f  A  beautiful  velvet  flower,  by  fome  called  heart’s  eafe,  of  which  the 
queen  worked  a  waiftcoat  for  her  king. 

J  So  Ovid  faid  of  himfeif  with  no  common  fhare  of  Juvenile  vanity 
at  forty-five— I  wifli  Mr.  Wilkes  may  do  the  fame.  Conveniem 
mors  fuit  ijia  jucer  •  • 


The 


[  ] 


V 


The  firil  and  fatteft  of  thefe  weeping  dames. 
Was  a  fair  wife  of  meretrieious  turn. 

Larded  with  Cupid’s  darts,  and'  hearts  im  flames,. 
Nor  ,.Ttna^'  with,  fuch,  conflancj;  can.  burn. 

The  gentle  general'  which  fhe  Bore  in.  hand. 

Of  cra^gjyf;  form>  but  yet  of  Irifti,  make,, 

•  Confefs’d'  no  fabrick  could  for  ever  ftand,  . 
Whether  the  work  of  bilhop  or.  of  rake.*. 

I  feel,  fays  (He,  tlie  oBfervation’s  juftf. 

Behold— the  firil  fpoiitoon  of  all  your  corps  f’ 


The  author  means  to  fay  here, .  that  althbugh  Mount  Mtna  burns 
incelTantly  a&  a  brimfton'e- volcano,,  yet  its  fires  ar^  not  more  conftantr 
than-  thofe  of  aJafcivious  lady,  ‘ 


t  Craggy  is  a:tvery  'harffi  epithet^  but  the  raw-boned  ’ fobs  •  of  Mars/, 
have  ever,  been  preferred  by  Venus  :  Tho'  this  General  Jiath  had  his  field- 
day';  and  now  three  hours;. at  a  toilette  will  hardly,  collect  his  decayed^ 
looks  y.  for  the  fmiles.  and  fimpers  are  fo  difperfed,  that  it  is '  as-,  difficult 
to  bring  them  to  the  drumdiead^  as  recruitSi far  the  American  civil  war,. 
O  bella  !  horrida  hellu  /.' 


f  *3  1 

Ignobly  ftretch’d  along  the  bafeft  dull,. 

Nor  can. this  hand  invigorate  it  more. 

Ah,  dear  Gymnotus  !  Pride  of  all, the  landi. 

Joy  of  my  heart,  and  partner  of  my  blifs 
Ifve  feen  thee  oft<rhagnifiG€ntly  ftand. 

And  fhar’d;with  thee  the  rapture  of  a  kifs^, 

I 

» 

► 

Ye  learned '  adepts- — of ’the  letter ’dpage, , 

What  can  your  faws  or.  erudition  boaft  !! 
Here’s  all  that’s  honour’d,  all  that’s  Tare  or-  fagej,. 
To  me---ahd  to  the  World  for  ever  loll.. 


_  *•  ■  -r .  . 

Eet  me  orT  fclme  feir  coItimnYfave  thy  name^. 

And  give  to  future  ages  all  thy  worth  ; 

Eet  girls  unborn  read  of  my  Priap’^s  fame,* 

* 

And  anxious  feek  what  gave  their  beauties  birth 


i 


,1 


'  Priapus  was  a  pleafing  deity,  woriliipped  by  the  Roman  ladies.  It 
'was 'the  figure  of  a  naked  man,  in  an  elevated  poiition :  It  .was  . .made  hoR 


[  >4  ] 

!l^ead  me,  Oh,  lead  me  to  forae  convent’s  gloom, 

There  may’fl;  thou  live  my  vlfionary  theme  ; 

There  let  me  ever  weep  thy  early  doom. 

And  ever  find  thee  in  the  plealing  dream. 

There  let  me  fee  thee  hand  in  full  array. 

With  filver  glories  round  thy  crimfon  head  ; 

Let  me  in  fweet  idea  die  away. 

Supremely  blefs’d— -and  moft  fupinely  fpread. 

Lead  me,  Oh,lead  me  to  the  holy  Ihrine, 

Let  all  the  God  rufti  ga.yly  on  my  breaft  ; 

Inftead  of  mortal-— be  my  joys  divine, 

“  Give  :all  thou  ranft — rand  I  will  dream  the  reft.”  - 


low, -to  contain  oil,  that  the  votary  might  inflame  the  image — -with  which 
Ihe  was  inflamed,  Thefe  were  the  facred  llatues  of  the  temple  of  the  Bona 
Dea^ 


'She 


[  IS  ] 

Shefaid,  and  turn’d— when  D’Eon  De  Beaumont®- 
Advanc’d* in  armour,  like  the  Orleans  maid,| 

And  thus  prefer’d  her  lufcious,  plaintive  fong, 

Eike  Venus  wanton— but  like  Marsarray’dL 

Eor  years  Fve-fought  thee  in  the  fields  of  war,.. 

In  vicious  courts, 'f'  in  palaces  of  kings  | , 


*  The  woirM  'never  produced  To  fihgular  a  cITaradler  before^  Tor  prowefs^,  -, 
intrigue,  and  literary  abilitiesi*^  This  lady  hathr:,a£l:ed  in.  the  capacity  of 
lover,  fold ier,  llatefman,  ambalTador,  and  private  gen tlemaiv;  and  though^, 
a  woman,  acquitted  herfelfto  thehonour  of  Klmfelf— whenever  Tie  alTumedh 
the  male  chara(3:er; .  She  hath  written  22  volumes  of  her  own  ^Memoirs  in  . 
French,  and  hath  been  as  celebrated  Tor  Ter  fword  as  her  pen.  .  InfEng-^ 
land  Tie  was  particularly  elleemed  by  Mr.  Wilkes — for  wit  and  manly  for° 
titude — The  charms  of  the  lady — were  far  from  being  inviting  :  nor  haver 
Theard  of  any  facrifices  being  made,  to  her  paTions; 


^  11  faut  fouri ant  vous  chayiler  cette  D^Eon^ 

§ui  fit ^  dit-on^  des  prodiges  divins* 

Elk  montra  fous  feminin  vifage^^ 

SoiiS  le  fat ^  b#  fous  k  cottillcn^. , 

- - - - - - - —  le  njigovenx  courage*  Volt  air  e. 


MMame^DTon,  when  at  the  court  of  RuTia,  appeared  in  the  morn^  - 
ing  before  the  Emprefs  as  a  foldier— and  at  her  private  parties,  in  .the, 
evening,  as  a. lady  :  Tire  thefe  are .  complying  Protean  virtues,. 


[  ] 

I'hoii  ever  yet  hail  been  my  leading  liar, 

Whatever  priefls  pretend— -or  Virtue  fmg?.  .  ■ 

T  he  gown,  the  petticoat,  I  threu'  away, 

The  poor  appendages  of  female  forms, 

i  took  the  breeches  to  command  the  fway, 

And  found  my  joy?  in  battles  and  in  llorms,« 

« 

'For  thee  it  was — I’ve  bravely  fouglit  and  bled  ; 

For  thee  I’ve  every  perfccution  known ; 

Tut  now,  fince  thou  art  mingled  with  the  dead, 

Sof4  relifti’d  joys  have  fpread  their  wings  and  flown. 

There’s  not  oneFel  cif  all' this  flowery  ifle, 

That  gay  D’Ean-— would  deign  to  take  in  hand  ; 
rOn  all  the  Grigs— -contemptuoufly  I  fmile  ; 

Thou  wertithe  Magna  Chart  a  *  of  the  land. 


See  her  Letters.]  l^es  hontes  Atigufie  Maitre  ajfureront  plus  mon  re- 
que  toutes  Us  Magna  Ghana  decetie  ijle,  >.D’Ean’s  Letters. 

3  To 


[  ^7  ] 


To  thee  I  was  invariably  the  fame, 

Unus  idem  mark’d  me  to  the  fex  :  ■ . 
Whatever  is  my  ibrtune  or  my  fame, 

Nor  Judge  •f'  nor  -Policies  my  foul  ftiall  vex. 


‘With  me— -my  fecretto  my  grave  fhall  go, 

'f 

Since  thou  art  dead— the  world  is  all  a  farce  ; 

But  if  Lord  M - wonld  my  genus  know. 

Let  him  review  me  dead — and  kifs  my - ^ 


f  That  ablelawyer,  the  Earl  ofM - ,  decided  the  doubts  of  the  Che- 

'.valier!s  fex,  by  a  witty  allufion  to  two  gentlemen,  who  had  laid  a  wager  of 
.the  fize  of  the  Venus  de  Medicis,  and  each,  to  prov^e,he  was  right,  de¬ 
clared  that  hes  had  meafured  the  dimeiifions  of  the  clafTic  beauty ;  but  no 
fuch  operation  was  performed  on  our  heroine,  that  I  heard  of : — but  yet  his 
Lordfhip  hath  not  explained — whether  the  meafure  was  obtained  by  a 
yard-wand — or  a  thread — or  how — or  by  what, 

*  See  Mr.  Angelo’s  advertifement  in  the  public  prints— relative  to  the 
.fex  . of  this  extraordinary  gentlemanlike  lady. 
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This 


E  J 

This  with  the  Cotintefs  of  the  Stable-Yards 

I  do  eredl  to  thee— -a  glorioos  pile  ? 

(Thoti  ever  hadft  our  nautual  true  regard) 

Which  fliail  do  honour  to  this  mouldering  iile?.. 


Ye  blufhing  beauties,,  in  more  diftant  times,. 

Who  may  regret  the  pleafures  of  our  days. 

Here  ftrew  your  rofes,  and  devote  your  rhimes, 

Here,  while  ye  long,  fpontaneous  give  your  praife. 


Of  all  the  Eels  i^r  recreation  fram’d  ^ 

Which  beauteous  lady  ever  took  in  handy 
None  ever  was  fo  much  carefs’d  and  fam’d ,  • 
Or  did  fuch  honour  to  this  happy  land.. 


*  Is  exprefled  amd  explained  by  Dr.  Johnfon: — as  ftrong^  fixed^  fteady^j 
ibk  to  ftaad^  Dictionary* 


I 
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And  if  in  life- --alas  !  ye  lliould  not  meet 
With  ought  fo  very  good"-fo  very  kind. 
Lament  your  Iofs---for,  ah !  the  lofs  was  great. 
Indeed,  he  hath  not  left  his  Lik  e  behind  !  * 


^  Shakefpeare  fays,  Ye  tie’er  fhall  look  upon  his  like  again.’*  He 
•dived  deeper  into  nature  than  any  of  our  philofophical  naturalills. 
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A 

L  A  P  I  D  A  R  Y  I  N  S  G  R  I  P  T  I  O  m 

To  the  Subtilty,.  Genius,  and  Extraordinary  Parts  of  the 

ELECTRICAL,  EE  L*. 

Ral&d  at  the  foie  Expence  of  thofe  Votaries 

Love  and  Breeches, 

Th*  admired  and  admiring  Countefs  of  H - ^ 

,  A  N  Oi 

The  inimitable,  heterogenous,  perpIeKed;  vigorous^, 
valiant,  poetical,  political,  city-done,  undone,  and- 
undefineable— Chevalier,  Ghevaliere,.. 

Sis,  Madam, 

Charles,. Genovefa,  Louifa,  Auguftaj  Andrea^  Timothea^ 
D’EON  DE  BEAUMONT, 

De  les-  Dames  Barnardii^es  ; , 

Plenipotentiary  t®  the-  Courts*  of 
Russia,  P  r  u  s  s  i.a  and  E  n  g  l  a  n  ni;. 

and  '  in*  the  Service  oE 
France,  . 

A  Captain'  of  Dragoons,  of  the  Order  of  the- 

Croix  de  St.  Bouis, 
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Here 

Rells- "witkout  further  Hope  of  Refurre6lioiij, 

The  Elaftic 
Body= 
of 

The  Eleotrig AL  Eel,  or  Gymnotus  Electricus- 

whieh 

Hath  been  proved  by  thofe  wHo  dive  deep---' 
into  the  Secrets  of  Nature, 

r 

'  to  be 

That  finful  Serpent- --that  feduced  Eve. 

Since 

■which  Paradifiacal  Period— it  hath  been  held 

in  univerfal 

Eftlmation  by  the  Fair-Sex. 

In  ailHouss,  in  aliClimes,  in  allSeafons,  andin  allFamiHes, 

it  hath  been  kindly  taken  in  : 

Nurfed,  cherifhed,  delighted  and  emaptured  : 

The  fecret  Confident  of  the  moft  fecret  Gharadters  z 

which  Confidence- 

3:  Was 
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Was  never  betrayed  by  Words— but, 

by  Births. 

I'Jo  Creature  in  Nature  was  ever  fo  coveted  j 

not  Man,exeepted. 

Plaids,  Wives,  and  Widows, 

_made  it 

Their  Darling  and. Delight-; 
and  fuch 

was  their  Courtefy,  Reverence,  and  Worfliip 

of  it--- 

That  whenever  it  rofe  in  their  Prefence, 
Like  adoring  Perlians, 

They -fell  flat- to  it— but -not  upon  their -Faces, 
.In  Camps,  in  Courts,  in. Cabinets,  in  Cots, 

-in 

Fields,  in  Lanes, 

,  in 

-'Groves  and  Meads, 
tit  was  the  Solace  of  the  fecret  Hour  ; 


The 
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The 

Maiden’s  Wifh---and  lovely  Wife’s 

Delight. 

But  with  all  thefe  Virtues,  as  great  as  numerous, 

as 

ftrong  as  long, 

It  could  not  relift  the  eledlric  Stroke  of  Death, 

which  put  a  Period 
to  its  Joy, 

and  the  Blifs  of  all  the  Female  Sex. 

To 

Man,  it  was  a  Pleafure,  and  a  Plague, 
an  Health,  and  a  Difeafe. 

It  was  the  carnal 
Ignis  fatuusy  that  led  aftray 
his  Senfes  and  his  Soul. 

It 

picked  his  pocket,  and  ever  kept 
him  poor. 

E  But 
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But  yet  was  Man 

fo  fond  of  its  Indulgence— -that  to  give 
Entertainment  to  its  Senfe, 
he  would  pafs  over  Seas  and  Mountains, 

Bogs  and  Rocks, 

Woods,  Lakes,  Dens  and  Forefts  drear : 

He 

would  fight  the  valiant,  or  bafely 

flab  his  Foe  ; 

Nay,  lurk  in  fecret,  and  deftroy 
his  Friend. 

For  it  * 
and 

for  its  Paftime, 

he  would  endure  each  Ill  that  Life  is  Heir  to  z 
Rife  to  Fame  and  Confequence  ; 

'  or 

fink  in  Ruin,  Ignominy,  and  Oblivion. 


*  For  US,  and  for  our  Comedy/’  Shakesfeare, 

4  At 
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At  Times  it 

%vas  liis  Meat,  his  Drink,  his  Horfe,  his  Afs  i 

Again, 

without  it— he  could  not  eat,  or  drink,  or 

ride  or  walk. 

It  was 

all  Things,  to  all  Men,  and  all  Women : 

And  yet 

of  fuch  uncertain  Quality— that  no  Man 

could  command  it, 
nor  Woman  could  retain  it. 

It 

filled  the  Hands  of  a  Peafant’s  Wife,  and 
flipped  through  the  Fingers 
of  a  Queen. 

Yet  with  all  its  Faults  and  Virtues, 

Vices  and  Qualities — it  was 
the  Rara  Avis  of  the  World, 

and  not 

unlike  the  Neck  of  a  black  Swan.* 

•  “  Rara  Avis  in  iterris,nigro(pceJimillima  Cygno,’’*  Juv.  vi.  164. 


To 
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To  Its 

illuftrious  Ufes,  and  noble  Feats, 
in  Armour  and  without, 

the 

Countess  of  H - ,  and  Madame 

D’Eon  de  Beaumont, 
have  eredled  thefe  precious  Stones  j 

on 

which  this  Infcription  is  engraved,  to 

the  Honour 
and 

Memory  of 

THE  ELECTRICAL  EEL; 

in 

the  Year  of  the  World  5782, 
and  of  its  Age, 


HIG 
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HIC  JACET 

GYMNOTUS  ELECTRIGUS: 

A 

SPEM  GREGIS,  AH  !  SILICE  IN  NUDA*— REL  IQUIT. 

NON 

L^TA  SPE 
CARNIS 

RESURRECTIONIS. 


*  Mr.  Dryden,  in  his  tranflation  of  Virgih  hath  haftily,  or  injudiciouOyj,, 
rendered  nuda  filicey  rocks.  It  is>  literally,  on  the  bare  flint  ftones.  But 
every  man,  acquainted  with  the  two  languages,  will  allow  the  bare  and  na¬ 
ked  ftones  to  more  ftrongly  imprefs  the  author’s  meaning,,  than  any  other 
words.  V/erel  to  tranflate  the  Latin  of  this  epitaph,  I  lliould  endeavour 
to  render  it  thus,  as  being  nearefl:  to  the  fenfe  of  the  author,  though  I  am 
confident,  I  cannot  doit  that  juflice  it  merits  :  it  being  far  beyond  the  flight 
of  a  feminine  pen — it  requires  more  mafculine  touches. 

HERE  LIES 

THE  ELECTRICAL  EEL; 

ALAS  !  THE  HOPE  OF  SHEPHERDESSES  FLOCKS, 

LEFT 

AND  NEGLECTED 
ON 

THE  NAKED  STONES, 

WITHOUT 
THE  HOPE 

OF  THE  RESURRECTION  OF  THE  FLESH. 
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